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An Accompt of fome Books.

. Befchriving der 00ST-INDISCHE KUSTEN, MALABAR
COROMANDEL, CEYLON , &¢. Door Philippus Baldzus,
T Amfterdam 1672, in Fol.

He Author of this recent Hiftory, an a&ive Dutch Minifter,

8 having lived many years in the Eaft-Indies, efpecially in
Ceylony hath taken great pains to give an account not only of the
late Civi] Tranfadions of his Country-men and others in thofe
parts (of moft of which he hath been an Ey- witnefs 5 ) but alfo
of many of the Obfervables in Natural and Moral things in the
fame Countries.

Being mindful of what belongs to our defign in thefe Tralls,
we fhall but tranfiently touch, that in this Defcription are con-
tained the Negotiations, Treatifes, and ways of Trade of the
Dutch there, both with the /ndians and Europeans 5 together with
many relations of what hath of late paffed there, between the
Dutch, Englifb, Portuguefesy,Mores, &c. and of the acquefts,which
the Hollanders have there made in Lands, Towns and Strong pla-

‘ces ; all which, and many others, are herereprefented in very
fair Cuts ; {uch as are the Maps of the Coafls of Malabar and Coro-
mandel, and of the lfland of Ceylon 5 and the particalar Cuts of 4-
madavat y Zuratte, Bombaja , Goa 5 Cranganor, Ceuchin, Coulang,
Tutecorin, Negnapatan, Paliacatta, Mafulipatan, and the repre-
{entations of the principal Forts ot €eplon, as Batecalo, Gale, Co-
lumbo (the long and difficult fiege whereof, together with its be-
ing taken by the Dartch from the Portuguefes is here very largely
defcribed,) Negumbo, Manaar (a{mall Ifle belonging to Ceylon)
as alfo that confiderable pen-infule, Fafnapatnam, lying within the
fame €eylon; and may other lefs confiderable places.

But, to come to the Natural Obfervations, our Author taketh
notice of the following particulars ; fcattered up and down in this
Volume.

1. Thatinthe Haven of Suratte, (being about 22 deg. Nor-
thernlat.) a Nord-Nord-Eaft and a South-Weft Moon makes the
higheft water ; p.x2.

2. Thatthe Elephants, made to fight with one another before
the G.Mogol, manage the combat with a far greater agility and
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eourage than one would imagine, and thatthey prefently fall on,
and defift aceording to the word given, embracing one another
moft lovingly with their truncks, asfoon as they are commanded
to end the combat 5 p.21.

3. Thatat Goa, lying in 16 deg. Northern Latitude upon an
Ifle, the Climatis very unwhole{ome, and fubject to great mor-
tality ; though a place {cituate for great Trade, which it manages
with Pega, Siam, Fapan, Perfiay Cambaja, Arabia, Malabar, Co-
remandel, Bengala, Achem, &c. P79

4. Thatonthe Coaft of Malabar the nights are very cold, and
that there falls a great dew, efpecially in the mounths of January,
Febr. and March,which is followed by intolerable heats in the day;
as alfo, that the Land brifes beginin the morning abour g and 10
a clock,and the Sea:brifes foon after Sun.fetting. = The Producti-
oos of that Country are chiefly Pepper, ( which is of three forts,
black, whitith, andlong,) Aloe, Cardemom, Ginger, fome S alt-
peter and Gumme.lack; as alfo Beznar-flones, which are beft at Ca-
nanor 5 likewife Mirabolans, Tamarines: That Pepper grows beft
in fhadowy places; hatha weak ttem.ro be fupported like Vines;
having on each branch commonly fix cluftrs, cach a foot long,
in colour like unripe grapes; thatchey gatherit, being green, in
O&tober and November, expofing it to the Sunto diy, whereby it
grows black ina few days; p.59. 100, 1010

5. That at Cananor there are fometimes found Bezoar-flonzs, of
the bignefsnotonly of al zeons-Egg, (which may be had for fix.
or fzvenreals,) but alfo ol thatof a Hens-egg,for 12 reals a pieces

, 1CC,

6. That thz way,there ufed,to difcern a true Bezoar froma falfe
one, is,either by prefling upon it a red:hot iron-bodkin,whence
iz will receive no harm, if genuine; or by weighing it, and then
letting it lye in water a whole nights whereupon,it it keepits tor-
mer weight tis a true one 3 if nor, 'tis counterfait 3 7bid,

7. That at Cochin, the Capital of one of the Kingdoms of 2a.
labar,the Tompeftuous winds,there reigning inthe winter.monthe,
drive together abundance of clouds againft the mountains,where
having hunga while, they fall down at laft with a fudden impetus
ofity indreadful thowers; carrying along with them frore of earth
and fandsinto the Sea, which are by the fame,with certain winds,
driven back again, and do obftruct the mouth of the River of that.
place; which yetis dif-cbftructed again in the Sommer:feafon;
p.115, 8, Thaz
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8. That moft of the Inhabitants of Perca in the Country of
Malahar have {wollen Legs 5 afcribed to the brackith and Salt-
petry-water, they muft drink there 5 p. 143,

9. That the Nairosy (the Gentry of Malabary and the Military
men there) are from their youth, even from the feventh year of
their age, difciplin'd to great agility of Body, by ftretching their
tender finews,and anointing them with certain oyls and unguents,
whereby they are difpofed to wind and turn their body with extra-
ordinary nimblenefs any way,and to wreftle to admiration ; p.144,
146,

Tgo. That about Tutecoryn, in Malabar,is one of the three chicf
Pearl-fithings in the Eaft-Indies, comprizing Manaar and Aripon,
fcituate between Comorin and Ceilon; the other two places for
taking thatrichcommodity being Ormus in Perfiayand Ainam on
the coaft of China. Further, that the Pearl-bearing Oyfters are
hard and tough, and not good to eat: That they muft be dived
for, 7,859, 10, fathoms deep 3 that all years do not equally yield
Pearls, inregard that fometimes the Pearl-banks are coverd with
fand, andf{ometimes the Oyfters are too fmall; #hat the Pearls of
Tutecoryn and Manaar are inferior in goodnefs to thofe of Ormus,
thofe being neither {fo white nor brightasthefe ; p.151.

11. Thart at Tatecoryn, lying near Comoryn, there is a quite diffe:
rent feafon from the places {cituate clofe to the North of that
Capes fince, whereas from April to September it is Summer on the
S-uth of that Cape,’tis then Winter on the North of the fame,there

lowing then ftrong winds on the one fide of thofe mountains,and
none on the other,  The like of which is found upon feveral o-
ther coafts of the Indies, as alfo in faie places of 4frica s

L 152, , _
¢ xi. That the beft ftained clothes are made about Maliapour, to
which a peculiar kind of water, fpringing there, is thoughtto be
very conducive ; p.159.

13. That between Penng and Caleture, North ot Palecatta, on
the coaft of Ceromandel, there grows the beft Effayes whichisa
{fmall root, ufed in ftaining Indian Clothes with fixt colours. And
that. todifeern the beft of the kind, it muft be broken, and ob-
{zrved, whether itbeofadeepred; befides, it is tobechaw'd,
and, if found of a Nitrous tafte, ’tis efteemed good.  And to ex-
amine the fincerity of that colour,when the cloth is already ftained
with ity theyrub ithard with the Juice of Limon, and foletit dry

n
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in the Sun ; whereupon the red colour will appear faded, if falle,

14. Thatat Petapouli, near Mafilipatar 5 on the fame Coaft,
there grows another excellent Effaye, call'd Zambrevelle,yiclding fo
high and intenfe a coloury that it maft b mixed wich che 2 ey of
Arrical ov Ortasonr, to qualifie its intenfoefs,
power of the Governour of thar place.

15. Thatthe great Trafick in Diamonds and Rubiesis at J/a-
[elipatan; that Diamonds are digg'd in the Countrics of Golconda
and Decan, behind Bengala , near the Town Byfiaga; the Prince
whereof keeps a continual guard there, referving for himfeif all
fuch Stones as woy above 25 Mangely's or Carars. The 0ld Rock is
in the Country of Degam, yielding the beft Diamonds of alf, Bor-
meo likewife is famous for thefe Stones, and efpecially the Town
Bangar Mafing.

Here the Author {pends a whele Chapter in difcourfing of all
forts of Gems, and the varicty of each kind; together with the
placesof their growth, andthe feveral ways of examining their
goodunefs, and the meafurcof valuing them.  Sce Chap,24. p.162,

16. Thatthe Plant , which yields the Zndigo, bearetha Hower
like that of Thiftles, and aSeed like that of Fenum Gracum: That
being firft Sown , it holds out 3 years ; the fir? year 'tis cut onc
foot high from the ground, and the leaves, fript from the ftalks,
are expofed to dry in the Sun for aday , and then for 4 or 5 days
kept in round Tanks or Cifterns, filled with fair water, but brack-
ith, with ftones laid on them, and fometimes ftirring the water,
This water is let out into another Ciftern, and there left a whole
night ; after which, two men, ftandingin the Tank, muft labour
with the arms, as if they were churning of Butter, till the water
thickens; the fubftance of the Indigobeing fallen to the bottoms
which is then taken out, and being fearfed througha fine Cloth, is
thinly fpread ard laid in the Sun to dry ; which maketh the fine
Indigo. The fecond year, it grows up and is cat again, being,at leaft,
as good as the Gyngy or wild Indigo; And,if you will have the Seed
of Indigo, the ftalks of it muft beleft to dry this time in the field,
and then cut, and the Seed gathered. The #hird year , it is com-
monly of little force, and isufed by the fole Natizes for colora-
tion ; no Strangers caring for it : p.170.

17. That the principal marks of good Indige are, drynefs light-
nefs, and fwimming on water, yielding a high Violet-colour, and
when putupon live coals, giving a Violet finoak, and leavingfbut

Iiid ew
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few afhes. That the Jndzgo-Merchant is to beware of buying moift
Indigo, becaufe he will then find, thatin eight days time he loofes
g poundin 10; that the fame is to try it in a cleer Sun-fhine, by
breaking fome lumps in pieces, and viewing themwell, whether
he can obferve any thing in them that gliftens; which if he
does, he may be fure, that there is fand in 1c, with which it hath
been fophifticated, to increafe and gain by the weight. But for
the greater affurance of the goodnefs of /udigo, pafs the nail of
your thumb over the broken picces, and it will be of a Violet-
colour, if it be good, and the bigher that colour, the better the
Indigos p.172.

18, That the beft Iudigo falls about Ayra, Fettapour, Baflaunc,
Kindawen, but efpecially at Byana 5 all places in the G.aogols Do«
minions: Ibid.

19. That Thea is by the people of China efteem’d wholefomeft
when taken fafting,and without Sugarsthat the Dautch ufe it much
in India for health and chearfulnefs 5 that "tis very diurerical , and
opening the kidneys, and caufing free refpiration 5 that the beft
grows in the province of Kiangnan in China, about the Town Hoci
cheuythat,when good, the Leaves yield a very plealing {cent; 1hat
*tis a Virgultum, and its leaves very like thaty whichis called Rbus
Coriaria, or Sumach 3 that the Thea of China far excels that of Fa-
pans p.182,

20, The regiment of Life obferv’d by difereet Hollanders in
the Eaff-Indies; 1hid,

21. A Defcription of the Ganges and Nile 5 6.

22, Aunample Defcription of the Ifland of Csylon s p. 1. of the
fecond part of this Volume- Its richesin {everal precious Stones,
in Elephantsy and principally in Cinnanzon and Cardamom s 1bid.

23. That the Datch, upon their Maftering the Portuguefes in
Ceylon and Manaar, have reftored the Pearl-fithing there, which
had been a good while interrupted by the Wars between thefe
Nations inthofe parts 5 p.rso.

24. That the Coaft of Manaar is rich in Fifl; among which
there are ftore of Caymans, and a kind of Sea-Calf , which is Am-
phibious, and yields Meat, not only far excelling thatof Sturgeon,
but alfo tafting like Vea/; and that the Females of them have
Milk in their Duggs; p. 152.

25. That, when in the Pen-infule of Fefnapatnam (a partof
Ceylony ) and inr the Ifle of Azanaartis Winter and Rainy, ’tis ait the
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fame time Summer inthereft of Ceylon, and on the contrary;
¢/-a¢ in thePlains of Ceylon there never blew but two forts of 1Find,
North and Souths but thaz about the higher parts of Columbo and
GaleyScc. the Land-winds reign in the night , and the Sca-winds
in the day-time 5 p. 153,

26, Thatin Patiarapalli, one of the Provinces of Jafuapatnam,
the Elephants by the ftrength of their Body bear down every year
abundance of wild Palm-trees, when their fruitis ripe; p.17o.

27. That in Paletiva, one of the fmall Hles near Jafnapatnam,
the people catch the wild Horfes there by chaling them into a
Water-pool,and fo maftering them with noofes: p.rya2.

28 Thatthe Wild Elephants are by the tame Females of the
fame kind as‘twere duckoy'd into a lodge with trap-doors, where
by hunger,and long wakes, and the difcipline exercifed upon
them by tame Ebphants, they are atlength ramed themfelves.

29. That Ceylozz abounds, befides Llcphants and Wild Horfes,
with Buffalo's, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Floggs, Goats, Dear, Elks, Wild
Bores, Iygers, Bears, Faclals, Apes, Peacocks, Nightingales, Larks,
Suipes, Partridyes, Pigeons, Geefe, Crows, Kiresy Omwls, &c. Of the
Fackals this Author faith, that they are fo greedy after Mans flefh,
that the Inhabitants are fain to keep their Dead from them by
covering their Sepulchres withlarge ftones,~ To which he adds,
that their F1=(h is very medicinal for a Confumption 5 p.198,199.

30.That there are Serpeats in Ceylon,which they call Ses-Serpents,
8,9, or roEllslong s (I fuppofe he fpeaks of Duteh meafure:)
And others, that catch Af¢¢ and Rats, and do no hurt to Mankind:
As allo another fort, called Cobres Capellos, the moft venomous of
all, whofe biteis faid to be commonly cured by the Stone found
inthe head of the fame Creature,laid upon the wound and purged
in Milk.

31. That Ceylon affords divers forts of Precious Stones,as Rubies,
Saphirs, Topafles, Granats 5 and Mines alfo of Gold, Silveryand Iron,
but that the Kings of the Ifland will not fuffer the Royal Mettals
to be digged up.

32. That the Commodities for Trade in Ceylon, are, Stained
Stuffs, silks, Poreelain, Spices, Camphire, Ambergrisy Radix Chine,
Amphion, Mafeus, Santal, Saltpeter, Sulphur, Lead, Copper, Tin, & ¢.

So much for the Philofophical part of this Work: What cons
cerus the particulars, relating to the proccedings of the Duteh
 the Eafl-Indies, as to their Trade there, aud the Acquifitions

- they
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they have there made among the Natives, Portuguefes,&c 5 asalfo
what belongs to the Morals and the odd Religions of thofe Iadi-
an Heathens, T muft refer the Recader to the Book it {¢it,

1L Antoniile Grand INSTITOI10 PRILOSOPHIE, [écandum
Principia Renati Deos-Cartes 5 nova methads adornata €8 ext)icara.
Londwi,aped J.Martynyin Cemeterio D.Paulis1672,:u 82,

~g=\Elis Author hath with muchinduftry and clearnefs faid to e,

ther,in this fmali pocket. volume, all che parts of the Caive-
fian Philofophy, to facilitate the ftudy of the fame to fuch as
defire to inftruct themfelves init.

He begins with the Artof ufing Reafonaright,and infitts much
upon this,that we are to develt our felves of the prejudices of our
infancy, and to acknowledge nothiag for Truth, but what we do
clearly and diftinctly underftand 5 and then,that we ought to give
or deny our affent to nothing but what exactly anfwers to fuch a
clear perceptionand underftanding of ours,

And becaufe all our knowledge 1s uncertain, as long as we are
not furc of a Berng abfolutely perfeit, from whomsas the Firft Truth,
all verities do depend 5 he aflerts the actual Exiftence of fuch a
Being fromthe principles of Des-Cartes.

Then fince from this ground, that there is a God, by whofe
power all things are produced,and that cannot deceive us, we are
certain that we canpoterr in the things which we clearly and di-
ftintly know, he infers, that, feeing we have clear and diftin&
Lied's of Corporeal things,of which we are not theCaufes.and which
evenoccur often to us againft our will, that, I fay, thofeidea’s
proceed fromthings without us,that do truly and actually exift in
the world 5 for elfe, faith be, if God fhould immediatly imprefs
{ :ch conceptions upon our Minds,or caufc them to proceed trom
an obje&,in which there were to be found nothing of Fxtenfon,
xi-lufl‘é,’z, Figure, &c. God could by no means be freed from de-
ception,  Whenee it follows,according to our Auchor,that there
is a Subflance extended in lengthy breadihy and depth, call’d B oy, the
Ouje&of Mhylicks.

Now, inthefe Phyficks he excludeth all Subftantial Ferms from
Pody, and afcribeth all the Corporeal Eff-¢ts of Nature to the
varisas Size, Frgure, Scitnation, Motion and Reft of Bodies,
And admitting, thaca Matcrial Subftance confifts in the faid

three
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three Dimenfions, and isnot really diftingnith’t from &uantity,he thinks, that 'tis eafiz
to demontftrate,there can be no ¥acumm in Nature s that Rarefaction isnot made but by
anacquilition of new matter, &c. Here he treateth of Graviy, which he maketh to
confitt in this, thatall the subtile Aarrer, that is between Usand the Moon, being moil
{fwiftly mov'd towards the Earth, driveth down (uch Bodies as are lefs fwiftly mov'a,
He difcourfeth allo at large of ths Nature, Principle, and Laws of Motion of Time, and
Place 3 of Hardnefs and Fluidity s of Denfits and Rarity; of Afperity 1nd smoothuef', &e.

Moreover, hetreateth of the Syfteme of the Univerle, endeavouring to demonfirate
the Creation of the World by Natural Reafon,and the Identity ofthe matter ot Celeftial
and Terreltrial Bodies. Therce he proceeds to explicate the natu: € and motion of the
Heavens, Planets, and other Celeftial Bodies s asalfo the nature of Light,and Comets,
&c. Which done,he treateth of the Earth,and aferts its Motion with fome new argu-
ments, as hethinke, Then heconfilersth: preduéions within and underthe Facth 3
the nature and effeks of the Lo:d ftones the Flaxand ReAux of the Se. 5 thenature
ofthe Air and of the things generated therein ; the nature of Fire; of Hzat and Cold 3
of Thunder and Lightning,&ec.

After this he undertakzth the Explication of Man: Andtherein, Firff of ths Body of
Man, its parteand compofition 3 where he ma'ntains,that all theputs of the faerss ace
at firlt formed altogether in usere; and exelains, How Nutrition ismade s and hoy the
Motion of the Heart, Aeteries and Mufcles,and the Circulation of the Bloud is partoyms..
ed, Thenhe goss on to the doftrine of Senfarion, anl, ameag manv other particnlars,
endeavours to thew tha' theHuman $aul receives noth'ng,but forafmuch s fheda h hoe
Seat inthe Brain,. Which done, hedifcourfeth of Vilion, and Colours, and ot the
reft of the Senfes. Secondly,of ths soxfof Man, whofe Lumaterialicy and Lmmortlity
he isafferting s whereas the “oulof Brates, in his opiaton, ismeerly Alechanical, dnd
depends from nothing elfe but the difpofition of the Organs and the Influx o Vpitis. To
this part he Joins the dodrine of the Paffoms pzculiar to Man, and aferibabic tohm no
etherwife than asheis acompound of Souland Bady..

He concludeth with his Eshickt, and (hews, wherew confifts Man's fupream Happinels,
the nature of Vertue, and Free Will.

XIL. 45 Effay to the Advancement of x:VSI'K.: by Tho.Salmon, 24, 4 London 168~ 8°.

*He defizn of this Effay is,to advancs Mafick by caftingaway the Perplexity of Diff-

" yeme Cliffs and Uniring all forts of Mufick, Lute,Vicl Violin,0rgan Ha pfe-chord Foics, &
inone Baiverfal Charadter. andtogiveths Reader the judgment ofanable Mafterin
this Art concerning this Tradt,he may pleafe to take thut of M. 7obn Birchenfhy,as "t1s X«
tant in the Preface thereofto the Reader, vz,

Here is a well-defign’d Epitome of Pratical Mufick : For, bythis happy contrivance,
the Cliffs, whichwere many, are veduced into aw Owiver[x! Charalter 5 the varvious fh'fring of
Rotesin a Syfbeme or.staff of lins are fixed 5 the mece[fity of their Tranfpofiions vakew avray: Yo
shas he that can Sing or Play any ons Part,may fing or phay xil Parts 5 and be thas f5all {nery bis
diftances ins any one Partmay kuow them in all parts,

The fame Mafter declaring hereupon, that the benefit of this Effay will bzfo great 1o
thofe who fhall make ufe of it,that he knows not what to defire more advantagious for
its acceptance,than an Fxperimental Tryal.Which herewith we recommend to the Inge-
nious, Loversof this Arts Advertifement.

Hereas Theon Smyruans,about oo years fince,. had ina Greek Volume explicated all
" the Mathematical places in Plato, which Volume (as Blancanusin theend of his Ap-
pendix In driftorelis loca Mathematica {aith « Jofephus . Auria long ago promited to publith
out of the Vasican,by himfelf rendred into Latin 3 The Publifher ofthefe Tradts,aceord-
ing to his engagement for the Refufcitation of ob'iging Antiquities, and: forths Reftau.
ration and Advencement ofthe Liberal Arts,inquiring,what was performed therein Jwas
affured by his Correfpondent from Pards,the faid Theen was there publifh’t fome vears ug»
by that Learned and Worthy perion, Ifmsel Sullialdus,in Greek and Latin together,

And now it is time tocounfult for the reprinting of Slancanus i wvifforelis loca vathe.
matica correSed,and with careful emendations of his .+ athemricorsem ¢ hrenaloria ; That
fuch as pretend to thegre t Names of 4r.ifatle and Plato,may be invited by “heir anthoa
ritv and example,to learn thofe Nebls Arts.  Weallo hops, that thofe generois. pivits, |
who may have the help of gond Libraries,will recover mto publ ¢k tight the bafl ot an.
tient writers,illultrated by moderadiligence,as we hive no -t e Flemeats of Diophantas
Alexandrinis his Agebrs, with the Angotations o M. Fermas and v, Baches & Les ;\7,.h
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